
Honored to Stand in Support of U.S. Marine Corps 

And Keeping Parris Island Basic Training Depot Open 
 

This past week I was honored to be invited to the Military Commander's 
Briefing for Governor Henry McMaster to discuss the future of the U.S. Marine 
Corps basic training facility at Parris Island. 
 

Earlier in the week, South Carolina leaders across the state had reacted with 
surprise and alarm to hear that U.S. Military leadership may be considering the 
possibility of eliminating the current Marine Corps training facilities in both San 
Diego, California and here in Beaufort County in order to have a single facility 
somewhere to house both male and female recruits. 

   

 

  

 

  
 

 

Governor McMaster brought commanders from every military installation 
across South Carolina to the State Capital to review the situation along with 
several members of our County delegation including Beaufort’s Rep. Shannon 
Erickson and State Senator Chip Campsen, whose districts include Parris 
Island, plus Rep. Shedron Williams (SC122), State Senator Tom Davis and 
myself. 
 

Colonel Riccoh Player, a senior commanding officer at Parris Island, explained 
to Governor McMaster that the Marine Corps “is looking at all options as it 
embarks on gender-integrated training, and noted that Parris Island already 
has female recruits while the facility in California does not." 

 

The Governor told the Colonel that “Parris Island adds greatly to the character 
and strength of this State, economic and otherwise, and added that South 
Carolina will do “anything we can to support your mission.” 

 

The Marine base at Parris Island was first formed in 1891 and it began training 
troops in 1915 prior to World War I. It encompasses approximately 8,000 
acres, has trained thousands upon thousands of Marines and has earned 



legendary status over the years. It also contributes enormously to Beaufort 
County’s economy. 

   

 

  

My assessment of the briefing, Governor McMasters response, plus the 
response of both U.S. Senators Lindsey Graham and Tim Scott is there will be 
lots of discussion over the next few years, but in the end the training base at 
Parris Island will survive. 
 

I am in full accord with Senator Scott who was quoted as saying: “The heart of 
the United States Marine Corps beats on Parris Island. I am confident that as 
they review plans for consolidated training, the Marine Corps will determine 
that Parris Island makes the most sense both financially and logistically to train 
Marines for decades to come. Parris Island will not close.” 

 

  

  

It's my honor to be of service to You. 
 

If you need assistance navigating State Government, or have any thoughts 
concerning what we are doing, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Jeff Bradley 

   

 

  

REPUBLICAN 

Jeff Bradley 

Is Our Voice in Columbia! 

 

Daufuskie and Hilton Head Island 
 

Please feel free to contact me by Clicking here! 
 

Thank You For Donating to my Re-Election Campaign by Clicking here! 

 

Was This Email Forwarded to you? Subscribe To Our Database Here! 
 

STAY CONNECTED! 
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