
 

EDUCATION 
 

“We will Together Make America Great” 
President Donald Trump, 2020 

          
 “We just won’t rebuild this nation, we will Remake It” 

Joe Biden, 2020 
 

Bernie Sanders – “Biden will be the most PROGRESSIVE President since FDR” 
 

Joe believes that education is a critical public good not a commodity. Too long we have 
underinvested in education. Low income and communities of color students are being left 

behind. Joe has reimagined education. The Democrat platform calls for a large amount of more 
spending but along with that comes a shifting to more and more control at the federal level 

including supporting legislation extending to public sector employees the right to organize and 
collective bargain – “Public Service Freedom to Negotiate Act”. 

 
EARLY CHILDHOOD:     

Provide quality child care for low- and middle-income families, expand programs for low 
income and first-time parents and set federal guidelines to raise early childhood standards. 
(Add what is spent now)  

 
K-12: 

Close the spending gap between schools in predominantly white Districts they 
will triple Title I funding to benefit low income students and incentive states to adopt 

progressive funding formulas that direct resources to schools and programs that need it most.  
 

• Democrats are not strong supporters of Charter Schools.  

• Eliminate or hobble Charter Schools 

• Enact a ban for-Profit Charter Schools from receiving any federal funding. 

• Enact federal regulations for Charter Schools that impose more stringent 

• Guardrails to include – same transparency as traditional public schools, adherence to 
civil rights protections, racial equality, admissions practices, disciplinary procedure and 
school finances.  

• Enact rules for new, expanded or renewed charters will require all districts to review 
whether the charter school is underserving the neediest students in distressed areas. If 
they are not – deny the charter.  

• Democrats OPPOSE and will discontinue any funding of the “Scholarships for 
Opportunity” or private school voucher.  



 
• Oppose any other policies that divert taxpayer-funded resources away from the public 

school system.  

• Oppose teachers being armed in schools  

• Immediately reinstate the Obama-Biden area protections for transgender students 
under Title IX make clear schools shall not discriminate on LGBTQ status.  

• It is unacceptable that schools are more racially segregated today and will appoint 
judges who will enforce the Civil Rights Act in all schools.  

• Invest more money in the Dept. of Education’s Office of Civil Rights to improve data 
collection on racial segregation in schools.  

• Protect students from immigration enforcement while at schools or in route to school.  

• They will aggressively enforce the Americans with Disabilities Act in schools.  

• End the use of high stakes testing for students, as it has not led to enough improvement, 
labels students and leads to discrimination against students with disabilities, students of 
color and low-income students.  

• Use evidence-based evaluation of student learning 

• Increase data collection and analysis to disaggregate by race, gender, disability status 
and other variables, to identify disparities in educational equity, access, and outcomes.  

 
HIGHER EDUCATION: 

Democrats believe everyone should be able to earn a degree beyond high school without 
money standing in the way. Wide sweeping criteria for loan forgiveness.  

 

• Make all public colleges and universities tuition-free for students whose families earn 
less than $125,000 - roughly 80% of the American people.  

• Pell And Trio grants will be doubled for federal assistance for specific categories of 
students. 

• 2-year Community Colleges will be FREE for students of all ages including Dreamers.  

• Historically Black Colleges and Universities, MSIs and Technical Colleges will receive 
grants to lower student costs. Increase academic research capabilities ($70 billion).  

• Pass the “Food for Thought Act” to address campus insecurity so colleges can provide 
free meals to food insecure students  

• Allow student loans to be discharged in bankruptcy  

• Create a Higher Ed federal funding program, like K-12 Title I, that would go to public and 
non-profit colleges and universities based on serving high enrollments of low-income 
students. This would include large wrap around services for healthcare, mental health, 
transportation, childcare and tutoring.  

• Provide funding to recruit diverse faculty and staff.  

• Safeguard academic freedom on college campuses  

• End the capricious treatment of foreign students who study in the US. Foreign students 
will be welcomed to study in out colleges and universities  



 
• Roll back the U.S. Dept. of Education regulation that affords a student accused of sexual 

assault the right of due process to address charges before being dismissed from school. 

• Relieve Student Debt 

• For students earning under $25,000: 

• Will pause billings and stop interest from accruing in federal student loans  

• Cap payments at no more than 5% of discretionary income 

• Automatically forgive the loan after 20 years 

• For students earning up to $125,000 

• Forgive all undergraduate tuition related to student debt from 2-4 year public colleges 
and universities and from private Historically Black Colleges & Universities (HBCUs) and 
Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs). 

• Improve the Public Sector Loan Forgiveness program, including making the process 
automatic for people who work in schools, government, agencies and non-profit 
organizations and forgiving up to $10,000 in student debt per year for up to five years. 
This will address the racial wealth gap as students of color are more likely to have to 
borrow to attend school.  

• Canceling of up to $50,000 in student debt for those going into public service jobs 
 

 
HERE IS WHAT YOU GET IN A TRUMP/PENCE AMERICA: 

       “ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS” 
 

No child should have to attend a failing school. “Maintaining American preeminence requires a 
world-class education system in which ALL students can reach their potential”. “Every day of my 

Presidency we’ll strive to give every child, every adult, of every race, religion and Creed, the 
best chances to reach that beautiful American dream” 

 
Parents have the primary responsibility for their child’s education. There is no one size fits all 
and support a wide range of choices and programs to meet each students’ individual needs. 

Teachers are to be applauded and should be protected from frivolous lawsuits and be able to 
take reasonable actions to maintain discipline and order in the classroom. Administrators need 

flexibility to innovate and to hold accountable those responsible for student performance. 
Together – parents, educators, community and students we can ensure every student reaches 

their potential.  
 

The responsibility for providing education is defined in each state’s constitution. The federal 
government role in education is not in the Constitution. It assists states in these efforts to 

provide a world- class education. Over the years the federal government, through its funding, 
has steadily increased its regulatory role often usurping the state’s role. The Trump 

Administration has rolled back X regulations in Education.  



 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD: 

• President signed legislation in 2018 that increased funding ($2.4 billion) for the 
Childhood Development Fund, including $8.1billion for childcare for low income families 

• Signed Child & Dependent Care Tax Credit (CDCTC) – Tax credit worthiness 20-35% of 
child care expenses, $3000 per child, $6,000 per family 

• Signed flexible accounts (FSA), allowing $5,000 in pre-tax $ to be used for child care 
 

PK-12: 

• Directed Secretary of Education DeVos to end Common Core  

• Rescinded Obama-Biden era policy that called on schools to have more lenient policies 
for racial minorities than white students 

• Has supported options for leaning, including homeschooling, career and technical 
education, private schools, magnet schools, charter schools, online learning based on 
parent choices.  

• The President’s FY 2018 Budget included $1 billion in funding to further options of 
students to unlock success grants for public school choice and $250 million to promote 
private school choice through the Education Innovation and Research Program.  

• As part of legislation signed on tax cuts, allowed families to use 529 College Savings 
Plans for elementary and secondary education  

• March 11, 2019, US Supreme Court decision upheld Trumps executive order to eliminate 
enforcing a law that banned giving federally-funded services to private schools  

• Implemented “Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to empower states with the flexibility 
they need to educate their students (ending top down mandates the from DC) 35 states 
have had their plans approved.  

• Signed in 2019 the Autism Collaboration, Accountability, Research, Education and 
Support Act that allocates $1.8 billion for 5 years to help students, persons and families 
with autism  

 
HIGHER EDUCATION: 

Our colleges, universities, and trade schools, large and small, public and private, form the 
world’s greatest assemblage of learning. They drive much of the research that keeps us 

competitive. We also provide opportunities for large numbers of foreign students.  
 

The cost of a college education has risen every year far ahead of inflation. Nationwide student 
debt exceeds credit card debt with averages for students X. Delinquency rates on student loans 

are high. In order to compete with the 4-year schools other avenues have been opened with 
technical institutions, on-line universities, life-long learning and work place learning. There are 
multiple paths toward a prosperous and fulfilling career. The federal government should not be 
in the business of originating student loans. Private sector participation is helpful. As part of the 



 
President’s regulation program any regulation was challenged to balance its worth against 

economic impact to students and families.  
 

• Rolled back x regulations  

• Implemented the year-round distribution of Pell grants, instead of limiting these to 
spring and fall semesters. (low income students will now have access to these over 
summer and winter breaks so they can earn their degrees faster with fewer loans) 

• Reformed student loan servicing process to improve customer experience, lower costs  

• Reformed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid to make the program more 
accessible to students 

• Brought in financial experts to modernize the way FSA offers and services student loans 

• Rescinded, July, 2018, Obama-Biden rule on student loan forgiveness, which had a wide 
definition of “fraud” and replaced it with a rule that was adopted in a court of law 

• Issued an Executive order to protect campus free speech rights by denying federal 
research funding to universities that do not protect free speech 

• December, 2019, issued an Executive order to withhold federal funds from universities 
that do not combat anti-Semitism on campus 

• Dept. of Education provided $359.8 million in federal assistance to 20 state and the US 
Virgin Islands to assist with the cost of educating students displaced by Hurricane 
Harvey, Irma, Maria & California wildfires 

• Signed legislation to increase HBCU federal funding by 14% 

• December, 2019, Trump signed bipartisan bill that would restore $250 million to HBCUs 

• Created a position of Executive Director of the White House Initiative on HBCUs  

• Signed the first Perkins Career & Technical Education (CTE) reauthorization since 2006, 
authorizing more than $1 billion for states each year to fund vocational and career 
education programs 

• Signed an Executive Order expanding apprenticeship opportunities.  

• Worked with employers for training for more than 4 million Americans 
 

Ask Yourself? 
 

What does this mean for you? 
… for your family? 

… for your community? 
… for your country? 

 
VOTE – Nov. 3rd 

🇺🇸 
Our Future is at Stake 


